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to allow burial of Samaritans in Jewish cemeteries (103).
Chapter 8 provides a detailed account (with photographic illustrations) of the
Samaritan Pentateuch, the earliest surviving manuscript of which is the Abisha
Scroll, dating from the ninth century C.E. Written in a variety of the palaeo-Hebrew
alphabet, the Samaritan form of the Pentateuch represents a textual tradition that
is independent of the MT and the LXX, but related to both. Its recovery by Western
scholars catalyzed the beginning of OT textual criticism, and representativesof its
type of text have been found at Qumran.The clarity of this chapter is not helped
by sentences such as: 'The text itself is written in majuscule (large) Samaritan
characters in Arabic, or frequently in Arabic using Samaritan characters" (110),
especially since the manuscripts are for the most part in Hebrew.
Samaritan theology and religion (chap. 9) was obviously hammered out in
dialogue withJudaism, Christianity, and Islam. Our authors succinctlydescribe
the theology under the rubrics of monotheism (very rigorous, but allowing for
the role of angels), Moses (the ultimate and most exalted prophet), Torah
(venerated as something like God's very presence), Mount Gerizim (the navel
of the earth and location of all the pivotal events of sacred history), and the day
of vengeance and recompense when the Taheb, a sort of messiah and second
Moses (cf. Deut 18:18), appears and restores the time of divine favor. They also
discuss the priesthood, the Mosaic pilgrimage festivals, and the other rituals of
circumcision, Sabbath, funerals, and corporate worship. Special attention is
given to the nature of the sacredness of Mount Gerizim (128-33). A fmal
chapter is devoted to the Samaritan collection at Michigan State University,
"the largest assemblage of Samaritan materials in the United States" (135).
The authors apparently envisioned a fairly broad audience for this book.
Scattered throughout the text are boxed sidebars explaining matters that a lay
readership might not be presumed to know, but the standard scholarly
apparatus is all there as well. It is a useful introduction.
Andrews University
ROBERTM. JOHNSTON

BibhWork 6. Norfolk, VA: BibleWorks, 2003. Software Program. $299.95.
For those who have never used BibleWorks before, it might best be described
as a Bible software tool with impressive information and searching capabilities
containingall of the major Greek and Hebrew/Aramaic texts, as well as a large
number of the best English and modem-language versions. Not a 'library on
CD" like some other biblical-softwareofferings, BibleWorks keeps its attention
strictly focused on providing the most powerful and up-to-date resources
possible for the primary tasks of exegetingthe ancient text. This program is one
of the small handful that I use (gratefully) every day, as I have done for years.
Verses, passages, and whole chapters can easily be looked up and displayed
in severalversions simultaneously,either vertically or side by side. Basic parsing
and lexicalinformation for the ancient-languagebiblical texts is always available
onscreen as one rolls the cursor across each word. A broader range of lexicons
can be consulted by the click of a mouse button; and, for those who want the

scholarly standards on-screen, both the latest Bauer-Danker and KoehlerBaurngartner editions can be added for an additional fee.
Bibleworks's searching ability ranges from the basic and easy-to-use
word or phrase search to incredibly complex combinations of word, phrase,
and morphology specifications using the powerful "Advanced Search
Engine." Among other search options, one is able, e.g., to locate particular
types of morphology, such as feminine nominative participles, either in a
general search or as used in a particular word or list of words. Any search
can be limited to a specific passage, book, or range of books. Search results
are easy to transfer into any of the major word-processing programs, and
verses or passages can even be imported from within the word processor
without having to switch windows or perform a cut-and-paste operation.
BibleWorks also offers its own well-equipped word processor that is always
open for use next to the biblical text. Besides doing the basic word-processing
functions, this wordprocessor allows users to make their own notes on biblical
verses or passages and attach them directly to the text so that they may be opened
with the text at any hture time. The 'Notes Function," however, is probably the
least user-friendly of any of BibleWorks's major offerings. It is difficult to perceive,
e.g., how to save one's notes and how to move around between chapters and verses.
Even the on-board tutorial on the subject is rather hazy on such specifics.
In recent years, BibleWorks has worked hard to make itself as valuable and
useful for the beginner as it always has been for the experienced scholar. One of
the available interfaces is designed especially for the beginner or layperson,
malung it accessible for just about anyone who wants to do things such as look
up verses, check different versions, do simpleword or phrase searches, and even
find the meaning of an English word in its original Greek or Hebrew form. As
expertise with the program is gained, the user can quickly graduate to the more
powerfulinterfaces, which exchange simplicity of understandmgfor greater speed
and research potential. While the program can be easy to use, it is not particularly
affordable for the nonprofessional user. The $299.95 price tag is rather high for
the average person to pay for these basic functions and will be most attractive for
those who plan to do at least some work in the ancient languages. One other
potential drawback to the BibleWorks program is the fact that it is available only
for PCs, with no Mac version suggested in the near future.
The new offerings with BibleWorks 6 are practically irresistible. Somehow
BibleWorks manages to keep coming up with exciting new features so that even
those who just bought the previous version months earlier are left casting about
for another $125 to buy the latest model. With BibleWorks 6, e.g., users get the
complete works of Josephus (Greek, Latin, morphology, and English), the
Apostolic Fathers (Greek and Latin), a collection of Targumirn (Aramaic and
morphology), and the Peshitta (Syriac and E d s h ) . Those who pay an additional
fee may add a collection of Qumran sectarian manuscripts and several top-notch
grammar texts. Unfortunately, these new texts are not yet fully integrated into the
BibleWorks system, and it takes some time to figure out how to get to and

manipulate them. In addition, full morphology and lexical data are not yet
available. Other useful new tools BibleWorks 6 adds include editable outlines, a
Greek and Hebrew flashcard builder, and the ability to build sentence and
structural diagrams, to highlight text in various colors, and to automatically
compare and highlight differences between same-language texts.
One particularly annoyingnew feature is the pop-up "Word Tip" window,
which shows up next to the cursor as it is moved across the Greek or Hebrew
text. Meant to make it even easier to read quickly through the original
languages by providmg instant parsing and definitionof each Greek or Hebrew
word near at hand, the "Word Tip" mini-window gets in the way of the
surrounding text and gives away too much in a classroom setting where the
professor wants the students to be working out this inforrnationfor themselves.
Since the same information is already automatically displayed in the "Autoinfo" window below the "Results" window, one may elect to turn this function
off-a simple procedure once one finds the instructions.
Overall, the small irritations are minor compared to the unsurpassed
contribution BibleWorks makes to biblical research. The program is fast and,
in the majority of areas, easy to use. With BibleWorks, scholars can work with
the biblical text in ways they could only wistfully dream of, if even imagine, in
the past. It is a pleasure to use. If one had to decide what five things he or she
would take along for a study leave on a desert isle (assuming one has
electricity), BibleWorks should be at the top of the list.
TERESA
L. REEVE
Andrews University
Botterweck,Johannes, Helrner w e n , and Heinz-Josef Fabry, eds. ?DOT, vol.
11, trans. David E. Green. Grand Rapids: Eerdrnans, 2001. xxiv + 615 pp.
Hardcover, $60.00.
Volume 11 of the TDOTincludes 83 articles on the theological significance of
words in the Hebrew Bible, ranging from rtu ("strength") to 0*1? ("face"). With
the translation of this volume, the series is moving toward its completion,
putting at the disposal of the OT student an important tool for understanding
the meaning of the terms under discussion. One notices that the layout of each
article, as in the precedmg volumes, follows a similar pattern, although not
rigidly applied, which typically includes the following items: etymology and
ANE cognates; occurrences in the OT, LXX, and Qumran; biblical and
extrabiblicalusage, including the various grarntnaticalderivatives of the lexeme;
and theological meanings and concepts.
As a positive aspect of the dictionary, a number of articles include the
study of lexical and semantic word-fields, avoiding the limitation of focusing
artificially on one word without taking into consideration its linguistic and
semantic relations. As a good example, G. F. Hasel's excellent treatment of the
semantic field of 0 2 ("escape;
~
deliver") should be mentioned (551-567),where
he discusses the semantic and syntacticalproximity of the verbal root to other

